The Final Moments before Ramadan - Time to Reflect on a Year gone by... 
Shaikh Ibn 'Uthayrmn 4ll 

A complete year has passed by since last Ramadan, and here we are finding 
ourselves on the verge of Ramadan once again this year. It is upon every individual 
to examine himself and study his affair; what has he earned from good or bad 
during the days & nights of a whole year? What has he sought from knowledge? 
What has he memorised? It is assumed knowledge and actions of a person increase 
through time, yet what a calamity for the one who finds himself worse off now 
compared to a year ago through negligence and wastage of time. 

Shaikh Ibn 'Uthayrmn ^Isi* 4ll said: 

"Allah the Mighty & Majestic said: 
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" Verily ; the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in a year), so was it 
ordained by Allah on the Day when He created the heavens and the earth; of them 
four are Sacred (i.e. the 1st, the 7th, the 11th and the 12th months of the Islamic 
calendar). That is the right religion, so wrong not yourselves therein, and fight 
against the Mushrikun (polytheists, pagans, idolaters, disbelievers in the Oneness of 
Allah) collectively as they fight against you collectively. But know that Allah is with 
those who are Al-Muttaqun." (At-Tawbah:36). 

For indeed, Allah arranged this time upon days, months, & years. ..and these 
days and nights are stages the creation pass through, stage by stage to the 
Hereafter, to the abode of eternity, either in Paradise or Hell. 

Indeed these days are stages you traverse upon day after day until you end up at 
the end of your journey. Indeed every day, rather, every moment that passes you 
by distances you from this World and draws you closer to the Hereafter. 



Indeed these days and nights are not just a void (to be wasted), rather they contain 
within them & store your deeds, as a witness upon you for what you did, either good 
or bad. 


So glad-tidings to the servant who utilises the opportunity (of these days & nights 
passing him by) in that which brings him closer to Allah, until his ending is a 
praiseworthy one. 

Glad-tidin g s to the servant who takes heed and admonishment from the ever- 
chan ging and alternatin g wav of this World and realises the g reat wisdom of 
Allah . as Allah mentioned: 
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"Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night 
and day, there are indeed signs for men of understanding." 

(Ale-'lmran:190). 

[Taken from a khutbah of Shaikh Ibn 'UthaymTn oJIsj <DI <^>j - "The Days & Nights 
are Containers for your Deeds"] 
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